The year in review

Suicidal fees, coalition
A J cuts and student riots: the

state of architecture at the

close of a turbulent year
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Highs and lows of 2010

Among the responses we were
unable to squeeze into this year’s
vox pops (pages 8-11) were Chris
Romer Lee of Studio Octopi,
whose personal low point was the
Baby Gaggia coffee machine
breaking and Gordon Carey of
Careyjones Chapmantolcher
whose story of the year was

Anne Widdecombe's run in
Strictly Come Dancing. It shows
how mischievous the British
Public can be,’ he said.

Tony Blair’s false start

Congratulations to architect
Simon Templeton and his client
Tony Blair who this week finally
secured planning permission to
revamp South Pavilion, the
former Prime Minister’s

£5.75 million stately home in
Buckinghamshire. Original plans
included an endless swimming
pool, but this was ditched after
13 months of wrangling with
English Heritage. A disgruntled
neighbour said of the proposals:
‘It’s better than living next to

a pop star. But only slightly.’

Zaha in full flow

Zaha Hadid’s plumbing
installation at the Architectural
Review’s Emerging Architecture
Awards last week featured ‘the
world’s first tap to supply hot,
cold and filtered water through
a dedicated tube... to avoid
cross-contamination with
unfiltered water’, claims awards
sponsor Triflow Concepts. Online,
comments on the tap were also
unfiltered, with one describing it
as a ‘goose turned upside down'.

Read more architectural gossip at
architectsjournal.co.uk/astragal
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